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E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, BC, WA 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA IN SC 

REF: STATE 87854 

1. TOOK UP NAMIBIA QUESTION WITH MINISTER STATE KGARI AND 
SECRETARY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOOKODI. AFTER PRESENTATION BASED 
ON PARAGRAPH 3 OF REFERENCE MINISTER STATED THAT DUE ABSENCE 
PRESIDENT KHAMA WHO IS IN SEROWE. SUBJECT HAD NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY 
DISCUSSED AND THEREFORE NO GOVERNMENT POSITION ESTABLISHED. 

HE HAD HOWEVER BEEN WATCHING SITUATION PARTICULARLY SAG 
STATEMENTS REGARDING NAMIBIA AND OF COURSE PRESS PLAY IN 
SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSPAPERS. HE EXPRESSED SOME OPTIMISM TO 
EFFECT THAT OAU WHERE SUBJECT UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD ARISE WOULD 
ACCEPT SYG' S REPORT AND DECIDE IN FAVOR CONTINUED INITIATIVE 
ON NAMIBIA. MOOKODI ANNOUNCED HIMSELF AS PESSIMIST ON 
THE QUESTION INDICATING THE FELT OAU WOULD BE EXCEEDINGLY 
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NEGATIVE WHERE SYG' S REPORT WAS CONCERNED. BELIEVED NAMIBIA, 
SOUTH AFRICA, ZAMBIA- ROHODESIA WOULD ALL BE IN A SENSE COMBINED 
RESULTING IN UNFAVORABLE POSITIONS. MOOKODI WAS CRITICAL OF OAU 
IN THAT AFRICANS WOULD BE INCLINED TO PUSH THROUGH SOME THROUGH 
SOME 

EXTREME MEASURE OR MEASURES WHICH IN THE END COULD NOT BE 
ENFORCED. 

2. BOTH MINISTER AND SECRETARY PERSONALLY OPTED FOR CONTINUANCE 
OF SYG' S MANDATE REGARDING NAMIBIA. ADMITTEDLY, LITTLE HAD 
BEEN ACHIEVED AND RECENT SAG ACTION NOT DESIGNED TO ENGENDER 
ANY REAL CONFIDENCE. BELIEVED HOWEVER THAT NO REALLY VIABLE OR 
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVES AVAILABLE AND GIVEN SAG ACCEPTANCE, 
RECOGNITION UN ROLE EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE GO FORWARD. SINCE 
THEY WILL LEAVE BOTSWANA BEFORE PRESIDENT RETURNS INDICATED 
THEY WOULD PREPARE BRIEF FOR PRESIDENT COVERING OUR CONVERSATION 
AND THEIR RESPONSE. FYI PRESIDENT PRIOR HIS DEPARTURE FROM 
GABORONE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE ME ON HIS RETURN. 

WILL THEREFORE LIKELY HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO TOUCH ON THIS 
SUBJECT PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR ADDIS ABABA. END FYI. 

3. KGARI AND MOOKODI BROUGHT UP AS MATTER INTEREST 
COMMUNICATION PRESIDENT WHO VICE CHAIRMAN OAU HAS 
RECEIVED FROM COL QADHAFI. SEEMS QADHAFI HAS SENT SERIES 

OF TELEGRAMS LISTING ALL THAT HE IS DOING OR HAD DONE FOR AFRICA. 

IN RETURN FOR HIS GOOD EFFORTS QADHAFI MAINTAINING AFRICAN 
NATIONS SHOULD SUPPORT HIS POSITION VIS A VIS CHANGE OAU 
HEADQUARTERS. GOB HAD ALSO RECEIVED QUERY FROM SWAZILAND 
AS TO WHAT ITS RESPONSE WOULD BE. MOOKODI SAIT THAT SINCE 
BOTSWANA HAD NOW ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH EGYPT 
THEY PUT THE QUESTION TO THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR RESIDENT 
IN LUSAKA. HIS RESPONSE HAD BEEN THAT EGYPT WOULD BE 
ATTENDING THE OAU MEETING IN ADDIS AND THAT EGYPT STOOD 
FOR UNITY NOT DISUNITY. BOTH MINISTER AND SECRETARY WENT 
ON TO STATE A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR LIMITING OAU FORUM TO 
THE MANY UNSOLVED AFRICAN ISSUES; THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION SHOULD 
NTO BE PERMITTED TO INTRUDE. IT WAS THEIR FEELING ARABS WERE 
USING THE AFRICANS, IDENTIFICATION WITH AFRICA WAS ONLY A 
MATTER OF CONVENIENCE AND THEIR ACTIVITIES WERE DIVISIVE 
INSOFAR AS THE AFRICAN CONTINENT AND ITS INTERESTS WERE 
CONCERNED. 

4. NEITHER THE MINISTER NOR SECRETARY CAN SPEAK AUTHORITATIVELY 
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FOR BOTSWANA UNTIL A GOVERNMENT POSITION IS ESTABLISHED. THEY 
ARE PERSONALLY I BELIEVE GENUINELY INCLINED TO SUPPORT THE US 
POSITION THAT SYG( S EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE. 

REGARDLESS OF HOW THEY MAY FEEL THEY WERE IN THE END NOT 
SANGUINE THAT THE OAU AS A BODY WOULD GO ALONG, ALTHOUGH IN 
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THEIR VIEW THE SYG' S PRESENCE SHOLD BE HELPFUL. 
NELSON 
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